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Far Niente's Latest Creation

WINE SPECTATOR PROFILES FOUR UP-AND-COMING

CABERNET PRODUCERS IN NAPA

eth and Gil Nickel revived Far Niente in 1979, bringing 
the abandoned stone winery back to life and 
establishing one of Napa's classic estates, focused on 

Cabernet Sauvignon and Chardonnay. Yet the Far Niente story 
didn't end there, with the winery creating four additional labels. 
The latest in the lineup is Bella Union, a Napa Valley Cabernet 
that blends various vineyard, appellation and barrel selections 
into a juicy, approachable red.

The Far Niente portfolio is diverse. Dolce is a late-harvest 
dessert-style wine modeled after classic Sauternes, introduced in 
1989. Nickel & Nickel came in the mid-1990s, dedicated to 
vineyard-designated wines. EnRoute was established in 2007, 
focusing on Russian River Valley Pinot Noir and Chardonnay. 
Evolution has always been part of the Far Niente story. "We're 
always thinking about what we could do next," says director Larry 
Maguire. "But most of our projects start with a piece of ground."

BELLA UNION

In the case of Bella Union, that piece of ground is a 25-acre 
vineyard located along the western bench of the Rutherford 
appellation. In 2012, the vineyard owners no longer wanted to 
farm the property, but they weren't ready to sell it either. Far 
Niente agreed to a 30-year lease of the vineyard, and it became 
the inspiration for the new wine.

The juicy fruit flavors winemaker Megan Melief gets from the 
Bella Union grapes give her direction for the wine. The 2014 
Cabernet Sauvignon (90) is anchored by 40 percent grapes from 
that vineyard, with the rest purchased from various sites around 
Napa. "It's my North Star," Melief says of the vineyard.

Melief also aims for complexity through her comprehensive 
barrel program, using dozens of different barrels at once, pairing 
specfic lots with barrels to match. She is shying away from 
heavier toasts and new oak. "My goal is to have tannins that 
linger but don't knock you over the head," she explains. The 
final piece of the winemaking puzzle is patience. "If we give it 
enough time, it will integrate in the bottle."

Bella Union's name evokes the history of Bella Oaks Lane, 
where the vineyard is located. The road used to be called the 
Bella Union Roadway in the 1880s, back when it led into the 
Mayacamas Mountains and the Bella Union Mining Company. It 
might seem strange to name a wine that's an expression of 
blending for a single-vineyard site, but Maguire says that's 
intentional. "So many people get into the wine business without 
land. That leaves so much at risk—especially stylistically—if 
there is not any continuity."

BELLA UNION Cabernet Sauvignon Napa Valley 2014   90


